
Genesis 2:7
Then the LORD God formed man from the dust of the earth, and breathed into his
nostrils the breath of life; and the man became a living being.

Genesis 3:19
By the sweat of your face

you shall eat bread
until you return to the ground,

for out of it you were taken;
you are dust,

and to dust you shall return.
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Ash Wednesday:

We are made
from dust

A small bag of Ashes

Some points to ponder:
We are created in God’s image from the dust of the earth.

Scripture Verses:



Genesis 3:1-19
Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the Lord God had made. He said to the woman, ‘Did God
say, “You shall not eat from any tree in the garden”?’ The woman said to the serpent, ‘We may eat of the fruit of the trees
in the garden; but God said, “You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch
it, or you shall die.” ’ But the serpent said to the woman, ‘You will not die; for God knows that when you eat of it your eyes
will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.’ So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food,
and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and
she also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that
they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for themselves.

They heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden at the time of the evening breeze, and the man and his wife
hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden. But the Lord God called to the man, and
said to him, ‘Where are you?’ He said, ‘I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I
hid myself.’ He said, ‘Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to
eat?’ The man said, ‘The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate.’ Then the Lord
God said to the woman, ‘What is this that you have done?’ The woman said, ‘The serpent tricked me, and I ate.’ The Lord
God said to the serpent,

‘Because you have done this,
cursed are you among all animals
and among all wild creatures;

upon your belly you shall go,
and dust you shall eat
all the days of your life.

I will put enmity between you and the woman,
and between your offspring and hers;

he will strike your head,
and you will strike his heel.’

To the woman he said,
‘I will greatly increase your pangs in childbearing;

in pain you shall bring forth children,
yet your desire shall be for your husband,

and he shall rule over you.’

And to the man he said,
‘Because you have listened to the voice of your wife,

and have eaten of the tree
about which I commanded you,

“You shall not eat of it”,
cursed is the ground because of you;

in toil you shall eat of it all the days of your life;
thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you;

and you shall eat the plants of the field.
By the sweat of your face

you shall eat bread
until you return to the ground,

for out of it you were taken;
you are dust,

and to dust you shall return.’
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Sin separates us
from God’s love

A snake and apple

Some points to ponder:
By disobeying God, Adam and Eve become subject to death.

Scripture Verses:



 John 3:16
For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have
eternal life.

John 10:11-15
‘I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and

does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters
them. The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. I am the good shepherd. I know my own
and my own know me, just as the Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep.

John 12:24
Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears
much fruit.

John 14:30-31
I will no longer talk much with you, for the ruler of this world is coming. He has no power over me; but I do as the Father
has commanded me, so that the world may know that I love the Father.

Leviticus 4:27-35
If anyone of the ordinary people among you sins unintentionally in doing any one of the things that by the Lord’s

commandments ought not to be done, and incurs guilt, when the sin that you have committed is made known to you, you
shall bring a female goat without blemish as your offering, for the sin that you have committed. You shall lay your hand on
the head of the sin-offering; and the sin-offering shall be slaughtered at the place of the burnt-offering. The priest shall take
some of its blood with his finger and put it on the horns of the altar of burnt-offering, and he shall pour out the rest of its
blood at the base of the altar. He shall remove all its fat, as the fat is removed from the offering of well-being, and the priest
shall turn it into smoke on the altar for a pleasing odour to the Lord. Thus the priest shall make atonement on your behalf,
and you shall be forgiven.

If the offering you bring as a sin-offering is a sheep, you shall bring a female without blemish. You shall lay your hand on
the head of the sin-offering; and it shall be slaughtered as a sin-offering at the spot where the burnt-offering is slaughtered.
The priest shall take some of the blood of the sin-offering with his finger and put it on the horns of the altar of burnt-
offering, and pour out the rest of its blood at the base of the altar. You shall remove all its fat, as the fat of the sheep is
removed from the sacrifice of well-being, and the priest shall turn it into smoke on the altar, with the offerings by fire to the
Lord. Thus the priest shall make atonement on your behalf for the sin that you have committed, and you shall be forgiven.

3 Jesus pays our debt

A lamb

Some points to ponder:
It was the custom of the Jews to sacrifice a lamb as an offering for their sins.

Scripture Verses:



Matthew 21:1-11
When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to
them, ‘Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and
bring them to me. If anyone says anything to you, just say this, “The Lord needs them.” And he will send them
immediately.’ This took place to fulfil what had been spoken through the prophet, saying,
‘Tell the daughter of Zion,
Look, your king is coming to you,

humble, and mounted on a donkey,
and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’

The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the donkey and the colt, and put their cloaks on them,
and he sat on them. A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread
them on the road. The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were shouting,
‘Hosanna to the Son of David!

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!
Hosanna in the highest heaven!’
When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, ‘Who is this?’ The crowds were saying, ‘This is the
prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.’

See also:
Mark 11:1-10 Luke 19:28-38 John  12:12-16

Zechariah 9:9
Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion!

Shout aloud, O daughter
Jerusalem!
Lo, your king comes to you;

triumphant and victorious is he,
humble and riding on a donkey,

on a colt, the foal of a donkey.

Psalm 118:26
Blessed is the one who comes in
the name of the Lord.

We bless you from the house of
the Lord.

Isaiah 62:10-11
Go through, go through the gates,

prepare the way for the people;
build up, build up the highway,

clear it of stones,
lift up an ensign over the

peoples.
The Lord has proclaimed

to the end of the earth:
Say to daughter Zion,

‘See, your salvation comes;
his reward is with him,

and his recompense before him.’

Psalm 24:7-10
Lift up your heads, O gates!

and be lifted up, O ancient
doors!

that the King of glory may
come in.
Who is the King of glory?

The Lord, strong and mighty,
the Lord, mighty in battle.

Lift up your heads, O gates!
and be lifted up, O ancient

doors!
that the King of glory may

come in.
Who is this King of glory?

The Lord of hosts,
he is the King of glory.
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Jesus’ triumphal entry

into Jerusalem

A small donkey and/or palm branch

Some points to ponder:
It was customary for warriors and kings to ride horses.
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Matthew 26:6-13
Now while Jesus was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, a woman came to him with an alabaster jar of very costly
ointment, and she poured it on his head as he sat at the table. But when the disciples saw it, they were angry and said, ‘Why
this waste? For this ointment could have been sold for a large sum, and the money given to the poor.’ But Jesus, aware of
this, said to them, ‘Why do you trouble the woman? She has performed a good service for me. For you always have the
poor with you, but you will not always have me. By pouring this ointment on my body she has prepared me for burial.
Truly I tell you, wherever this good news is proclaimed in the whole world, what she has done will be told in remembrance
of her.’

John 12:1-8
Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead. There they
gave a dinner for him. Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those at the table with him. Mary took a pound of costly
perfume made of pure nard, anointed Jesus’ feet, and wiped them with her hair. The house was filled with the fragrance of
the perfume. But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (the one who was about to betray him), said, ‘Why was this perfume
not sold for three hundred denarii and the money given to the poor?’ (He said this not because he cared about the poor, but
because he was a thief; he kept the common purse and used to steal what was put into it.) Jesus said, ‘Leave her alone. She
bought it so that she might keep it for the day of my burial. You always have the poor with you, but you do not always have
me.’

(There is a similar event in Luke 7:36-50:)
One of the Pharisees asked Jesus to eat with him, and he went into the Pharisee’s house and took his place at the table. And

a woman in the city, who was a sinner, having learned that he was eating in the Pharisee’s house, brought an alabaster jar of
ointment. She stood behind him at his feet, weeping, and began to bathe his feet with her tears and to dry them with her
hair. Then she continued kissing his feet and anointing them with the ointment. Now when the Pharisee who had invited
him saw it, he said to himself, ‘If this man were a prophet, he would have known who and what kind of woman this is who
is touching him—that she is a sinner.’ Jesus spoke up and said to him, ‘Simon, I have something to say to you.’ ‘Teacher,’
he replied, ‘speak.’ ‘A certain creditor had two debtors; one owed five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. When they
could not pay, he cancelled the debts for both of them. Now which of them will love him more?’ Simon answered, ‘I
suppose the one for whom he cancelled the greater debt.’ And Jesus said to him, ‘You have judged rightly.’ Then turning
towards the woman, he said to Simon, ‘Do you see this woman? I entered your house; you gave me no water for my feet,
but she has bathed my feet with her tears and dried them with her hair. You gave me no kiss, but from the time I came in
she has not stopped kissing my feet. You did not anoint my head with oil, but she has anointed my feet with ointment.
Therefore, I tell you, her sins, which were many, have been forgiven; hence she has shown great love. But the one to whom
little is forgiven, loves little.’ Then he said to her, ‘Your sins are forgiven.’ But those who were at the table with him began
to say among themselves, ‘Who is this who even forgives sins?’ And he said to the woman, ‘Your faith has saved you; go
in peace.’
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Mary anoints the feet

of Jesus

A perfumed cotton ball

Some points to ponder:
Nard was highly precious, as it was imported from India.
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Matthew 26:14-16
Then one of the twelve, who was called Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests and said, ‘What will
you give me if I betray him to you?’ They paid him thirty pieces of silver. And from that moment he
began to look for an opportunity to betray him.

Mark 14:10-11
Then Judas Iscariot, who was one of the twelve, went to the chief priests in order to betray him to
them. When they heard it, they were greatly pleased, and promised to give him money. So he began to
look for an opportunity to betray him.

Luke 22:3-6
Then Satan entered into Judas called Iscariot, who was one of the twelve; he went away and conferred
with the chief priests and officers of the temple police about how he might betray him to them. They
were greatly pleased and agreed to give him money. So he consented and began to look for an
opportunity to betray him to them when no crowd was present.

Exodus 21:32
If the ox gores a male or female slave, the owner shall pay to the slave-owner thirty shekels of silver,
and the ox shall be stoned.

Zechariah 11:7, 12-13
So, on behalf of the sheep dealers, I became the shepherd of the flock doomed to slaughter…
I then said to them, ‘If it seems right to you, give me my wages; but if not, keep them.’ So they
weighed out as my wages thirty shekels of silver. Then the Lord said to me, ‘Throw it into the
treasury’—this lordly price at which I was valued by them. So I took the thirty shekels of silver and
threw them into the treasury in the house of the Lord.
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Judas betrays Jesus
for 30 pieces of silver

30 dimes

Some points to ponder:
30 silver shekels was the price of a slave.

Scripture Verses:



John 13:1-20
Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart from this world
and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. The devil
had already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And during supper Jesus,
knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come from God and was
going to God, got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself. Then he
poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that
was tied around him. He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, ‘Lord, are you going to wash my
feet?’ Jesus answered, ‘You do not know now what I am doing, but later you will understand.’ Peter
said to him, ‘You will never wash my feet.’ Jesus answered, ‘Unless I wash you, you have no share
with me.’ Simon Peter said to him, ‘Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!’ Jesus said
to him, ‘One who has bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you
are clean, though not all of you.’ For he knew who was to betray him; for this reason he said, ‘Not all
of you are clean.’

After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he said to them, ‘Do
you know what I have done to you? You call me Teacher and Lord—and you are right, for that is what
I am. So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet.
For I have set you an example, that you also should do as I have done to you. Very truly, I tell you,
servants are not greater than their master, nor are messengers greater than the one who sent them. If
you know these things, you are blessed if you do them. I am not speaking of all of you; I know whom I
have chosen. But it is to fulfil the scripture, “The one who ate my bread has lifted his heel against me.”
I tell you this now, before it occurs, so that when it does occur, you may believe that I am he. Very
truly, I tell you, whoever receives one whom I send receives me; and whoever receives me receives
him who sent me.’
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Jesus washes the feet

of His disciples

A pitcher and basin and/or a towel

Some points to ponder:
Only Gentile slaves were suffered to wash the feet of guests; it was beneath a Jewish slave.

Scripture Verses:



Matthew 26:20-29
While they were eating, Jesus took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it he broke it, gave it to the disciples, and said, ‘Take,
eat; this is my body.’ Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he gave it to them, saying, ‘Drink from it, all of you; for
this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. I tell you, I will never again
drink of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.’

Mark 14:17-25
While they were eating, he took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it he broke it, gave it to them, and said, ‘Take; this is my
body.’ Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he gave it to them, and all of them drank from it. He said to them, ‘This
is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many. Truly I tell you, I will never again drink of the fruit of the vine
until that day when I drink it new in the kingdom of God.’

Luke 22:14-20
When the hour came, he took his place at the table, and the apostles with him. He said to them, ‘I have eagerly desired to

eat this Passover with you before I suffer; for I tell you, I will not eat it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.’ Then he
took a cup, and after giving thanks he said, ‘Take this and divide it among yourselves; for I tell you that from now on I will
not drink of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes.’ Then he took a loaf of bread, and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to them, saying, ‘This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.’
And he did the same with the cup after supper, saying, ‘This cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant in my
blood.

Exodus 12:1-14
The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: This month shall mark for you the beginning of months; it shall be
the first month of the year for you. Tell the whole congregation of Israel that on the tenth of this month they are to take a
lamb for each family, a lamb for each household. If a household is too small for a whole lamb, it shall join its closest
neighbour in obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in proportion to the number of people who eat of it. Your lamb shall
be without blemish, a year-old male; you may take it from the sheep or from the goats. You shall keep it until the fourteenth
day of this month; then the whole assembled congregation of Israel shall slaughter it at twilight. They shall take some of the
blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they eat it. They shall eat the lamb that same
night; they shall eat it roasted over the fire with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. Do not eat any of it raw or boiled in
water, but roasted over the fire, with its head, legs, and inner organs. You shall let none of it remain until the morning;
anything that remains until the morning you shall burn. This is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your
feet, and your staff in your hand; and you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the passover of the Lord. For I will pass through the
land of Egypt that night, and I will strike down every firstborn in the land of Egypt, both human beings and animals; on all
the gods of Egypt I will execute judgements: I am the Lord. The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live:
when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague shall destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt.
This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a festival to the Lord; throughout your

generations you shall observe it as a perpetual ordinance.
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The Institution of the

Eucharist

A goblet and loaf of bread

Some points to ponder:
The symbolic Passover Lamb is now replaced by the Lamb of God.

Scripture Verses:



Matthew 26:36-46
Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to his disciples, ‘Sit here while I go over there and
pray.’ He took with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and began to be grieved and agitated. Then he said to them, ‘I
am deeply grieved, even to death; remain here, and stay awake with me.’ And going a little farther, he threw himself on the
ground and prayed, ‘My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from me; yet not what I want but what you want.’ Then he
came to the disciples and found them sleeping; and he said to Peter, ‘So, could you not stay awake with me one hour? Stay
awake and pray that you may not come into the time of trial; the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.’ Again he
went away for the second time and prayed, ‘My Father, if this cannot pass unless I drink it, your will be done.’ Again he
came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. So leaving them again, he went away and prayed for the third
time, saying the same words. Then he came to the disciples and said to them, ‘Are you still sleeping and taking your rest?
See, the hour is at hand, and the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. Get up, let us be going. See, my betrayer
is at hand.’

Luke 22:40-46
He came out and went, as was his custom, to the Mount of Olives; and the disciples followed him. When he reached the
place, he said to them, ‘Pray that you may not come into the time of trial.’ Then he withdrew from them about a stone’s
throw, knelt down, and prayed, ‘Father, if you are willing, remove this cup from me; yet, not my will but yours be done.’
Then an angel from heaven appeared to him and gave him strength. In his anguish he prayed more earnestly, and his sweat
became like great drops of blood falling down on the ground. When he got up from prayer, he came to the disciples and
found them sleeping because of grief, and he said to them, ‘Why are you sleeping? Get up and pray that you may not come
into the time of trial.’

See Also:  Mark 14:32-42
Psalm 42:4-6
These things I remember,

as I pour out my soul:
how I went with the throng,

and led them in procession to the house of God,
with glad shouts and songs of thanksgiving,

a multitude keeping festival.
Why are you cast down, O my soul,

and why are you disquieted within me?
Hope in God; for I shall again praise him,

my help and my God.
My soul is cast down within me;

therefore I remember you
from the land of Jordan and of Hermon,

from Mount Mizar.

Ezekiel 23:31-34
You have gone the way of your sister; therefore I will
give her cup into your hand.
Thus says the Lord God:
You shall drink your sister’s cup,

deep and wide;
you shall be scorned and derided,

it holds so much.
You shall be filled with drunkenness and sorrow.
A cup of horror and desolation

is the cup of your sister Samaria;
you shall drink it and drain it out,

and gnaw its sherds,
and tear out your breasts;

for I have spoken, says the Lord God.
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The Agony

In the Garden

A brass cup

Some points to ponder:
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Matthew 26:47-50
While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, arrived; with him was a large crowd with swords
and clubs, from the chief priests and the elders of the people. Now the betrayer had given them a sign,
saying, ‘The one I will kiss is the man; arrest him.’ At once he came up to Jesus and said, ‘Greetings,
Rabbi!’ and kissed him. Jesus said to him, ‘Friend, do what you are here to do.’ Then they came and
laid hands on Jesus and arrested him.

Mark 14:43-46
Immediately, while he was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, arrived; and with him there was a
crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests, the scribes, and the elders. Now the betrayer had
given them a sign, saying, ‘The one I will kiss is the man; arrest him and lead him away under guard.’
So when he came, he went up to him at once and said, ‘Rabbi!’ and kissed him. Then they laid hands
on him and arrested him.

Luke 22:47-48
While he was still speaking, suddenly a crowd came, and the one called Judas, one of the twelve, was
leading them. He approached Jesus to kiss him; but Jesus said to him, ‘Judas, is it with a kiss that you
are betraying the Son of Man?’
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Judas betrays Jesus

with a kiss

A Hershey Kiss or plastic lips

Some points to ponder:

Scripture Verses:



Matthew 26: 51-56
Suddenly, one of those with Jesus put his hand on his sword, drew it, and struck the slave of the high priest, cutting off his
ear. Then Jesus said to him, ‘Put your sword back into its place; for all who take the sword will perish by the sword. Do you
think that I cannot appeal to my Father, and he will at once send me more than twelve legions of angels? But how then
would the scriptures be fulfilled, which say it must happen in this way?’ At that hour Jesus said to the crowds, ‘Have you
come out with swords and clubs to arrest me as though I were a bandit? Day after day I sat in the temple teaching, and you
did not arrest me. But all this has taken place, so that the scriptures of the prophets may be fulfilled.’ Then all the disciples
deserted him and fled.

Mark 14:47-50
But one of those who stood near drew his sword and struck the slave of the high priest, cutting off his ear. Then Jesus said
to them, ‘Have you come out with swords and clubs to arrest me as though I were a bandit? Day after day I was with you in
the temple teaching, and you did not arrest me. But let the scriptures be fulfilled.’ All of them deserted him and fled.

Luke 22:49-53
When those who were around him saw what was coming, they asked, ‘Lord, should we strike with the sword?’ Then one of
them struck the slave of the high priest and cut off his right ear. But Jesus said, ‘No more of this!’ And he touched his ear
and healed him. Then Jesus said to the chief priests, the officers of the temple police, and the elders who had come for him,
‘Have you come out with swords and clubs as if I were a bandit? When I was with you day after day in the temple, you did
not lay hands on me. But this is your hour, and the power of darkness!’

John 18:10-11
Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it, struck the high priest’s slave, and cut off his right ear. The slave’s name was
Malchus. Jesus said to Peter, ‘Put your sword back into its sheath. Am I not to drink the cup that the Father has given me?’

Genesis 9:6
Whoever sheds the blood of a human,

by a human shall that person’s blood be shed;
for in his own image

God made humankind.

Revelation 13:10
If you are to be taken captive,

into captivity you go;
if you kill with the sword,

with the sword you must be killed.
Here is a call for the endurance and faith of the saints.
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Jesus heals the servant

with the severed ear

An ear and/or a sword

Some points to ponder:

Scripture Verses:



Luke 22:67-71, 23:1
When day came, the assembly of the elders of the people, both chief priests and scribes, gathered together, and they brought
him to their council. They said, ‘If you are the Messiah, tell us.’ He replied, ‘If I tell you, you will not believe; and if I
question you, you will not answer. But from now on the Son of Man will be seated at the right hand of the power of God.’
All of them asked, ‘Are you, then, the Son of God?’ He said to them, ‘You say that I am.’ Then they said, ‘What further
testimony do we need? We have heard it ourselves from his own lips!’
Then the assembly rose as a body and brought Jesus before Pilate.

See also:
Matthew 26:63-66, 27:1-2
Mark 14:61-64, 15:1

Daniel 7: 13-14
As I watched in the night visions,
I saw one like a son of man

coming with the clouds of heaven.
And he came to the Ancient One

and was presented before him.
To him was given dominion

and glory and kingship,
that all peoples, nations, and languages

should serve him.
His dominion is an everlasting dominion

that shall not pass away,
and his kingship is one

that shall never be destroyed.

Psalm 110:1
The Lord sayeth to my lord,

‘Sit at my right hand
until I make your enemies your footstool.’

Joel 2:12-13
Yet even now, says the Lord,

return to me with all your heart,
with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning;

rend your hearts and not your clothing.
Return to the Lord, your God,

for he is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love,

and relents from punishing

Leviticus 24:13-16
The Lord said to Moses, saying: Take the blasphemer outside the camp; and let all who were within hearing lay their hands

on his head, and let the whole congregation stone him. And speak to the people of Israel, saying: Anyone who curses God
shall bear the sin. One who blasphemes the name of the Lord shall be put to death; the whole congregation shall stone the
blasphemer. Aliens as well as citizens, when they blaspheme the Name, shall be put to death.
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Jesus is brought before
Caiaphas, then is bound

and led to Pilate

A length of rope

Some points to ponder:
To rend one’s clothing was a sign of extreme grief
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Matthew 26:31-35, 69-75
Then Jesus said to them, ‘You will all become deserters because of me this night; for it is written,
“I will strike the shepherd,

and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.”
But after I am raised up, I will go ahead of you to Galilee.’ Peter said to him, ‘Though all become deserters because of you,
I will never desert you.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Truly I tell you, this very night, before the cock crows, you will deny me three
times.’ Peter said to him, ‘Even though I must die with you, I will not deny you.’ And so said all the disciples.

Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. A servant-girl came to him and said, ‘You also were with Jesus the
Galilean.’ But he denied it before all of them, saying, ‘I do not know what you are talking about.’ When he went out to the
porch, another servant-girl saw him, and she said to the bystanders, ‘This man was with Jesus of Nazareth.’ Again he
denied it with an oath, ‘I do not know the man.’ After a little while the bystanders came up and said to Peter, ‘Certainly you
are also one of them, for your accent betrays you.’ Then he began to curse, and he swore an oath, ‘I do not know the man!’
At that moment the cock crowed. Then Peter remembered what Jesus had said: ‘Before the cock crows, you will deny me
three times.’ And he went out and wept bitterly.

Luke 22:31-34,
‘Simon, Simon, listen! Satan has demanded to sift all of you like wheat, but I have prayed for you that your own faith may

not fail; and you, when once you have turned back, strengthen your brothers.’ And he said to him, ‘Lord, I am ready to go
with you to prison and to death!’ Jesus said, ‘I tell you, Peter, the cock will not crow this day, until you have denied three
times that you know me.’

Zechariah 13:7-9
‘Awake, O sword, against my shepherd,

against the man who is my associate,’
says the Lord of hosts.
Strike the shepherd, that the sheep may be scattered;

I will turn my hand against the little ones.
In the whole land, says the Lord,

two-thirds shall be cut off and perish,
and one-third shall be left alive.

And I will put this third into the fire,
refine them as one refines silver,
and test them as gold is tested.

They will call on my name,
and I will answer them.

I will say, ‘They are my people’;
and they will say, ‘The Lord is our God.’

See Also:
Mark 14:26-31, 66-72
Luke 39, 54-62
John 13:36-38, 18:15-18, 25-27

13
Simon Peter denies

Our Lord
as the cock crows

A rooster

Some points to ponder:

Scripture Verses:



Matthew 27:15-25
Now at the festival the governor was accustomed to release a prisoner for the crowd, anyone whom they wanted. At that
time they had a notorious prisoner, called Jesus Barabbas. So after they had gathered, Pilate said to them, ‘Whom do you
want me to release for you, Jesus Barabbas or Jesus who is called the Messiah?’ For he realized that it was out of jealousy
that they had handed him over. While he was sitting on the judgement seat, his wife sent word to him, ‘Have nothing to do
with that innocent man, for today I have suffered a great deal because of a dream about him.’ Now the chief priests and the
elders persuaded the crowds to ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus killed. The governor again said to them, ‘Which of the
two do you want me to release for you?’ And they said, ‘Barabbas.’ Pilate said to them, ‘Then what should I do with Jesus
who is called the Messiah?’ All of them said, ‘Let him be crucified!’ Then he asked, ‘Why, what evil has he done?’ But
they shouted all the more, ‘Let him be crucified!’
So when Pilate saw that he could do nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, he took some water and washed his

hands before the crowd, saying, ‘I am innocent of this man’s blood; see to it yourselves.’ Then the people as a whole
answered, ‘His blood be on us and on our children!’

John 19:4-16
Pilate went out again and said to them, ‘Look, I am bringing him out to you to let you know that I find no case against him.’
So Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. Pilate said to them, ‘Here is the man!’ When the chief
priests and the police saw him, they shouted, ‘Crucify him! Crucify him!’ Pilate said to them, ‘Take him yourselves and
crucify him; I find no case against him.’ The Jews answered him, ‘We have a law, and according to that law he ought to die
because he has claimed to be the Son of God.’
Now when Pilate heard this, he was more afraid than ever. He entered his headquarters again and asked Jesus, ‘Where are
you from?’ But Jesus gave him no answer. Pilate therefore said to him, ‘Do you refuse to speak to me? Do you not know
that I have power to release you, and power to crucify you?’ Jesus answered him, ‘You would have no power over me
unless it had been given you from above; therefore the one who handed me over to you is guilty of a greater sin.’ From then
on Pilate tried to release him, but the Jews cried out, ‘If you release this man, you are no friend of the emperor. Everyone
who claims to be a king sets himself against the emperor.’

Psalm 26:6
I wash my hands in innocence,

and go around your altar, O Lord

See also: Mark 15:6-15
Luke 23:18-25

Deuteronomy 21:1-4, 6-9
If, in the land that the Lord your God is giving you to possess, a body is found lying in open country, and it is not known
who struck the person down, then your elders and your judges shall come out to measure the distances to the towns that are
near the body. The elders of the town nearest the body shall take a heifer…down to a wadi with running water, which is
neither ploughed nor sown, and shall break the heifer’s neck there in the wadi. All the elders of that town nearest the body
shall wash their hands over the heifer whose neck was broken in the wadi, and they shall declare: ‘Our hands did not shed
this blood, nor were we witnesses to it. Absolve, O Lord, your people Israel, whom you redeemed; do not let the guilt of
innocent blood remain in the midst of your people Israel.’ Then they will be absolved of blood-guilt. So you shall purge the
guilt of innocent blood from your midst, because you must do what is right in the sight of the Lord.

14
Pilate washes his
hands as Jesus is

condemned to death

A piece of soap

Some points to ponder:
Washing meant more than just bodily cleanliness

Scripture Verses:



Matthew 27:26
So he released Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus, he handed him over to be crucified.

Mark 15:15
So Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, released Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus, he handed him
over to be crucified.

John 19:1
Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged.

Isaiah 53:3-12
He was despised and rejected by others;

a man of sorrows and acquainted with infirmity;
and as one from whom others hide their faces

he was despised, and we held him of no account.

Surely he has borne our infirmities
and carried our diseases;

yet we accounted him stricken,
struck down by God, and afflicted.

But he was wounded for our transgressions,
crushed for our iniquities;

upon him was the punishment that made us whole,
and by his bruises we are healed.

All we like sheep have gone astray;
we have all turned to our own way,

and the Lord has laid on him
the iniquity of us all.

He was oppressed, and he was afflicted,
yet he did not open his mouth;

like a lamb that is led to the slaughter,
and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent,
so he did not open his mouth.

By a perversion of justice he was taken away.

Who could have imagined his future?
For he was cut off from the land of the living,

stricken for the transgression of my people.
They made his grave with the wicked

and his tomb with the rich,
although he had done no violence,

and there was no deceit in his mouth.

Yet it was the will of the Lord to crush him with
pain.
When you make his life an offering for sin,

he shall see his offspring, and shall prolong his
days;
through him the will of the Lord shall prosper.

Out of his anguish he shall see light;
he shall find satisfaction through his knowledge.

The righteous one, my servant, shall make many
righteous,

and he shall bear their iniquities.
Therefore I will allot him a portion with the great,

and he shall divide the spoil with the strong;
because he poured out himself to death,

and was numbered with the transgressors;
yet he bore the sin of many,

and made intercession for the transgressors.

15
Jesus is scourged

A strip of leather and/or column

Some points to ponder:

Scripture Verses:



Matthew 27:27-31
Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s headquarters, and they gathered the
whole cohort around him. They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, and after twisting some
thorns into a crown, they put it on his head. They put a reed in his right hand and knelt before him and
mocked him, saying, ‘Hail, King of the Jews!’ They spat on him, and took the reed and struck him on
the head. After mocking him, they stripped him of the robe and put his own clothes on him. Then they
led him away to crucify him.

Mark 15:16-20
Then the soldiers led him into the courtyard of the palace (that is, the governor’s headquarters); and
they called together the whole cohort. And they clothed him in a purple cloak; and after twisting some
thorns into a crown, they put it on him. And they began saluting him, ‘Hail, King of the Jews!’ They
struck his head with a reed, spat upon him, and knelt down in homage to him. After mocking him, they
stripped him of the purple cloak and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him out to crucify him.

John 19:2-5
And the soldiers wove a crown of thorns and put it on his head, and they dressed him in a purple robe.
They kept coming up to him, saying, ‘Hail, King of the Jews!’ and striking him on the face. Pilate
went out again and said to them, ‘Look, I am bringing him out to you to let you know that I find no
case against him.’ So Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. Pilate said to
them, ‘Behold the man!’

16
Jesus is crowned

with thorns:
Ecce Homo

A thorn or small crown of thorns

Some points to ponder:

Scripture Verses:



John 19:17
So they took Jesus; and carrying the cross by himself, he went out to what is called The Place of the
Skull, which in Hebrew is called Golgotha.

Matthew 11:28-30
‘Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my

yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your
souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.’

Luke 9:23-24
Then he said to them all, ‘If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up
their cross daily and follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose
their life for my sake will save it.

Hebrews 2:14-18
Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, he himself likewise shared the same things, so that
through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, and free those
who all their lives were held in slavery by the fear of death. For it is clear that he did not come to help
angels, but the descendants of Abraham. Therefore he had to become like his brothers and sisters in
every respect, so that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make a
sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the people. Because he himself was tested by what he suffered, he
is able to help those who are being tested.

Galatians 6:2-5
My friends, if anyone is detected in a transgression, you who have received the Spirit should restore
such a one in a spirit of gentleness. Take care that you yourselves are not tempted. Bear one another’s
burdens, and in this way you will fulfil the law of Christ. For if those who are nothing think they are
something, they deceive themselves. All must test their own work; then that work, rather than their
neighbour’s work, will become a cause for pride. For all must carry their own loads.

17
Jesus carries the cross

A wooden cross

Some points to ponder:

Scripture Verses:



Our dear Savior carrying the cross was so weakened by its heavy weight that He fell exhausted to the
ground. Our sins and misdeeds were the heavy burden which oppressed Him; the cross was to Him
light and sweet, but our sins were calling and insupportable.

18
Jesus falls

The first time

A band aid

Some points to ponder:

There is no reference to this event in Scripture, but it forms part of the
traditional devotion of the Stations of the Cross.



My Jesus, it was a great sorrow to realize your pain caused Mary so much grief, As Redeemer, You
wanted her to share in your pain for mankind. When you glanced at each other in unutterable suffering,
what gave you both the courage to carry on without the least alleviation - without anger at such
injustice? “Behold, I make all things new.”

Revelation 21:1-5
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and
the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from
God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying,
‘See, the home of God is among mortals.
He will dwell with them;
they will be his peoples,
and God himself will be with them;
he will wipe every tear from their eyes.
Death will be no more;
mourning and crying and pain will be no more,
for the first things have passed away.’

And the one who was seated on the throne said, ‘Behold, I make all things new.’ Also he said, ‘Write
this, for these words are trustworthy and true.’

19
Jesus meets his mother

Mary

A statue of Mary

Some points to ponder:

There is no reference to this event in Scripture, but it forms part of the
traditional devotion of the Stations of the Cross.



At length His strength fails utterly, and He is unable to go any further. The soldiers stand perplexed.
What can they do? How is He going to get to Calvary? Soon they see a stranger who seems strong-
Simon of Cyrene. They seize him, and make him carry the cross with Jesus. The sight of the sufferer
pierces the man’s heart. Oh what a privilege! He takes the part assigned to him with joy.

Matthew 27:32
As they went out, they came upon a man from Cyrene named Simon; they compelled this man to carry
his cross.

Mark 15:21
They compelled a passer-by, who was coming in from the country, to carry his cross; it was Simon of
Cyrene, the father of Alexander and Rufus.

Luke 23:26
As they led him away, they seized a man, Simon of Cyrene, who was coming from the country, and
they laid the cross on him, and made him carry it behind Jesus.

20
Simon of Cyrene

helps to carry the Cross

 ? 

Some points to ponder:

Scripture Verses:



Jesus is hot, tired, and sweating. His hair is all tangled, and he is covered in dust from the long walk.

Suddenly, a woman pushes her way out of the crowd and stands in front of Jesus. She takes a clean
cloth and gently wipes Jesus’ face. Jesus is so grateful that he leaves a picture of his face on her cloth.

21
Veronica wipes the face

of Jesus

A handkerchief

Some points to ponder:

There is no reference to this event in Scripture, but it forms part of the
traditional devotion of the Stations of the Cross.



The suffering Jesus, under the weight of His cross, again falls to the ground; but the cruel executioners
do not let Him rest a moment. Pushing and striking Him, they urge Him onward. It is the frequent
repetition of our sins which oppresses Jesus. Knowing and realizing this, how can I continue to sin?

22
Jesus falls a
Second time

A band aid

Some points to ponder:

There is no reference to this event in Scripture, but it forms part of the
traditional devotion of the Stations of the Cross.



Luke 23:27-31
A great number of the people followed him, and among them were women who were beating their
breasts and wailing for him. But Jesus turned to them and said, ‘Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep
for me, but weep for yourselves and for your children. For the days are surely coming when they will
say, “Blessed are the barren, and the wombs that never bore, and the breasts that never nursed.” Then
they will begin to say to the mountains, “Fall on us”; and to the hills, “Cover us.” For if they do this
when the wood is green, what will happen when it is dry?’

Luke 21:23-24
Woe to those who are pregnant and to those who are nursing infants in those days! For there will be
great distress on the earth and wrath against this people; 24they will fall by the edge of the sword and
be taken away as captives among all nations; and Jerusalem will be trampled on by the Gentiles, until
the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled.

Luke 19:41-44
As he came near and saw the city, he wept over it, saying, ‘If you, even you, had only recognized on
this day the things that make for peace! But now they are hidden from your eyes. Indeed, the days will
come upon you, when your enemies will set up ramparts around you and surround you, and hem you in
on every side. They will crush you to the ground, you and your children within you, and they will not
leave within you one stone upon another; because you did not recognize the time of your visitation
from God.’

Hosea 10:8
The high places of Aven, the sin of Israel,

shall be destroyed.
Thorn and thistle shall grow up

on their altars.
They shall say to the mountains, Cover us,

and to the hills, Fall on us.

23
Jesus meets the women

of Jerusalem

A packet of tissues

Some points to ponder:

Scripture Verses:



His waning strength now almost depleted, Jesus falls for the third time at the foot of Calvary or
Golgotha as the mound was called. Now we see Jesus make a superhuman effort to gather the strength
for the remaining thirty paces of the climb to the top.

24
Jesus falls a
third time

A band aid

Some points to ponder:

There is no reference to this event in Scripture, but it forms part of the
traditional devotion of the Stations of the Cross.



Luke 23:33-34
When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with the criminals, one
on his right and one on his left.  Then Jesus said, ‘Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they
are doing.’

Numbers 15:27-31
An individual who sins unintentionally shall present a female goat a year old for a sin-offering. And
the priest shall make atonement before the Lord for the one who commits an error, when it is
unintentional, to make atonement for the person, who then shall be forgiven. For both the native
among the Israelites and the alien residing among them—you shall have the same law for anyone who
acts in error. But whoever acts high-handedly, whether a native or an alien, affronts the Lord, and shall
be cut off from among the people. Because of having despised the word of the Lord and broken his
commandment, such a person shall be utterly cut off and bear the guilt.

25
Jesus is nailed to the

Cross
“Father, forgive them…”

Nails and/or a hammer

Some points to ponder:

Scripture Verses:



Matthew 27:33-36
And when they came to a place called Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull), they offered him wine
to drink, mixed with gall; but when he tasted it, he would not drink it. And when they had crucified
him, they divided his clothes among themselves by casting lots; then they sat down there and kept
watch over him.

Mark 15:24
And they crucified him, and divided his clothes among them, casting lots to decide what each should
take.

Luke 23:24
And they cast lots to divide his clothing.

John 19:23-25
When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his clothes and divided them into four parts, one for
each soldier. They also took his tunic; now the tunic was seamless, woven in one piece from the top.
So they said to one another, ‘Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it to see who will get it.’ This was to
fulfil what the scripture says,
‘They divided my clothes among themselves,

and for my clothing they cast lots.’
And that is what the soldiers did.

Psalm 22:18
They divide my clothes among themselves,

and for my clothing they cast lots.

26
The soldiers cast lots
for Jesus’ garments

A white garment and/or dice

Some points to ponder:

Scripture Verses:



Matthew 27:37-44
Over his head they put the charge against him, which read, ‘This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.’

Then two bandits were crucified with him, one on his right and one on his left. Those who passed by
derided him, shaking their heads and saying, ‘You who would destroy the temple and build it in three
days, save yourself! If you are the Son of God, come down from the cross.’ In the same way the chief
priests also, along with the scribes and elders, were mocking him, saying, ‘He saved others; he cannot
save himself. He is the King of Israel; let him come down from the cross now, and we will believe in
him. He trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if he wants to; for he said, “I am God’s Son.” ’ The
bandits who were crucified with him also taunted him in the same way.

John 19:19-22
Pilate also had an inscription written and put on the cross. It read, ‘Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the
Jews.’ Many of the Jews read this inscription, because the place where Jesus was crucified was near
the city; and it was written in Hebrew, in Latin, and in Greek. Then the chief priests of the Jews said to
Pilate, ‘Do not write, “The King of the Jews”, but, “This man said, I am King of the Jews.” ’ Pilate
answered, ‘What I have written I have written.’

See also:
Mark 15:26-32
Luke 23:35-38

Psalm 22:7-8
All they that see me laugh me to scorn: they shoot out the lip, they shake the head, saying,
He trusted on the LORD that he would deliver him: let him deliver him, seeing he delighted in him.

27
INRI:

Jesus is mocked

A crown and/or INRI sign

Some points to ponder:
It was customary to post a description of a criminal’s offense when he was crucified.
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Matthew 27:45
From noon on, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon.

Mark 15:33
When it was noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon.

Luke 23:44-45
It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon, while the
sun’s light failed.

The sky had been clear and the sun shone, then a thick red-looking fog began to obscure the sun. The
sky grew darker. Both men and beasts were struck with terror; the darkness continued to increase, and
every one excepting Mary and the most faithful among the friends of Jesus left the cross.

28
The sky is darkened

by an eclipse

A picture of an eclipse

Some points to ponder:
At Jesus’ birth, a bright star shone; now, at his death, the Sun is darkened.
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Luke 23:39-43
One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, ‘Are you not the Messiah?
Save yourself and us!’ But the other rebuked him, saying, ‘Do you not fear God, since you are under
the same sentence of condemnation? And we indeed have been condemned justly, for we are getting
what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done nothing wrong.’ Then he said, ‘Jesus, remember
me when you come into your kingdom.’ He replied, ‘Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in
Paradise.’

29
The good thief:

“This day you will be
with me in Paradise”

A picture of the good thief

Some points to ponder:

Scripture Verses:



John 19:25-27
Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of
Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing
beside her, he said to his mother, ‘Woman, here is your son.’ Then he said to the disciple, ‘Here is your
mother.’ And from that hour the disciple took her into his own home.

30
“Woman, behold your
son…Son, behold your

mother”

A miraculous medal

Some points to ponder:
At Jesus’ command, Mary takes the place of Eve as mother of us all.
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Matthew 27:46-49
And about three o’clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, ‘Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?’ that is, ‘My God,
my God, why have you forsaken me?’ When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, ‘This man is
calling for Elijah.’ At once one of them ran and got a sponge, filled it with sour wine, put it on a stick,
and gave it to him to drink. But the others said, ‘Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to save him.’

Mark 15:34-36
At three o’clock Jesus cried out with a loud voice, ‘Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?’ which means, ‘My
God, my God, why have you forsaken me?’ When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, ‘Listen,
he is calling for Elijah.’ And someone ran, filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it
to him to drink, saying, ‘Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to take him down.’

Psalm 22:1
My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?

Why are you so far from helping me, from the words of my groaning?

Malachi 4:5-6
Lo, I will send you the prophet Elijah before the great and terrible day of the Lord comes. He will turn
the hearts of parents to their children and the hearts of children to their parents, so that I will not come
and strike the land with a curse.

31
“My GOD, why have
you forsaken me?”

A statue or picture of Elijah

Some points to ponder:
Elijah was expected to usher in the final period.
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John 19:28-29
After this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished, he said (in order to fulfil the scripture), ‘I am
thirsty.’ A jar full of sour wine was standing there. So they put a sponge full of the wine on a branch of
hyssop and held it to his mouth.

Psalm 69:21
They gave me poison for food,

and for my thirst they gave me vinegar to drink.

32
“I thirst”

A piece of sponge

Some points to ponder:
Wine mixed with myrrh had a mild sedative effect.
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John 19:30
When Jesus had received the wine, he said, ‘It is finished.’ Then he bowed his head and gave up his
spirit.

33
“It is finished”

 ? 

Some points to ponder:

Scripture Verses:



Luke 23:46
Then Jesus, crying with a loud voice, said, ‘Father, into your hands I commend my spirit.’ Having said
this, he breathed his last.

Psalm 31:5
Into your hand I commit my spirit;

you have redeemed me, O Lord, faithful God.

34
“Into thy hands I

commend my spirit”
Jesus dies on the cross

A crucifix

Some points to ponder:
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Mark 15:37-39
Then Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed his last. And the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. Now
when the centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in this way he breathed his last, he said, ‘Truly this man was God’s
Son!’

See also: Luke 23:45, Matthew 27:50-51

Exodus 26:31-34
You shall make a curtain of blue, purple, and crimson yarns, and of fine twisted linen; it shall be made with cherubim
skilfully worked into it. You shall hang it on four pillars of acacia overlaid with gold, which have hooks of gold and rest on
four bases of silver. You shall hang the curtain under the clasps, and bring the ark of the covenant inside, within the curtain;
and the curtain shall separate for you the holy place from the most holy. You shall put the mercy-seat on the ark of the
covenant in the most holy place.

2 Chronicles 6:18-20
‘But will God indeed reside with mortals on earth? Even heaven and the highest heaven cannot contain you, how much less
this house that I have built! … May your eyes be open day and night towards this house, the place where you promised to
set your name, and may you heed the prayer that your servant prays towards this place.

Hebrews 9:1-3, 6-7, 11-12
Now even the first covenant had regulations for worship and an earthly sanctuary. For a tent was constructed, the first one,
in which were the lampstand, the table, and the bread of the Presence; this is called the Holy Place. Behind the second
curtain was a tent called the Holy of Holies.
Such preparations having been made, the priests go continually into the first tent to carry out their ritual duties; but only

the high priest goes into the second, and he but once a year, and not without taking the blood that he offers for himself and
for the sins committed unintentionally by the people. By this the Holy Spirit indicates that the way into the sanctuary has
not yet been disclosed as long as the first tent is still standing. This is a symbol of the present time, during which gifts and
sacrifices are offered that cannot perfect the conscience of the worshipper, but deal only with food and drink and various
baptisms, regulations for the body imposed until the time comes to set things right.
But when Christ came as a high priest of the good things that have come, then through the greater and perfect tent (not

made with hands, that is, not of this creation), he entered once for all into the Holy Place, not with the blood of goats and
calves, but with his own blood, thus obtaining eternal redemption.

Hebrews 10:19-22
Therefore, my friends, since we have confidence to enter the sanctuary by the blood of Jesus, by the new and living way
that he opened for us through the curtain (that is, through his flesh), and since we have a great priest over the house of God,
let us approach with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our
bodies washed with pure water.

35
The curtain in the

temple is torn

A purple cloth torn in half

Some points to ponder:
Christ’s death means there is no more separation from the Holy of Holies.
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Matthew 27:50-54
Then Jesus cried again with a loud voice and breathed his last. At that moment the curtain of the
temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. The earth shook, and the rocks were split. The tombs also
were opened, and many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised. After his resurrection
they came out of the tombs and entered the holy city and appeared to many. Now when the centurion
and those with him, who were keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took place, they
were terrified and said, ‘Truly this man was God’s Son!’

36
The earth quakes and

the dead are raised

A broken geode

Some points to ponder:

Scripture Verses:



John 19:31-37
Since it was the day of Preparation, the Jews did not want the bodies left on the cross during the
sabbath, especially because that sabbath was a day of great solemnity. So they asked Pilate to have the
legs of the crucified men broken and the bodies removed. Then the soldiers came and broke the legs of
the first and of the other who had been crucified with him. But when they came to Jesus and saw that
he was already dead, they did not break his legs. Instead, one of the soldiers pierced his side with a
spear, and at once blood and water came out. (He who saw this has testified so that you also may
believe. His testimony is true, and he knows that he tells the truth.) These things occurred so that the
scripture might be fulfilled, ‘None of his bones shall be broken.’ And again another passage of
scripture says, ‘They will look on the one whom they have pierced.’

Exodus 12:43-46
The Lord said to Moses and Aaron: This is the ordinance for the passover: no foreigner shall eat of it,

but any slave who has been purchased may eat of it after he has been circumcised; no bound or hired
servant may eat of it. It shall be eaten in one house; you shall not take any of the animal outside the
house, and you shall not break any of its bones.

Zech 12:10
And I will pour out a spirit of compassion and supplication on the house of David and the inhabitants
of Jerusalem, so that, when they look on the one whom they have pierced, they shall mourn for him, as
one mourns for an only child, and weep bitterly over him, as one weeps over a firstborn.
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Mark 15:46
Then Joseph bought a linen cloth, and taking down the body, wrapped it in the linen cloth, and laid it
in a tomb that had been hewn out of the rock. He then rolled a stone against the door of the tomb.

Luke 23:53
Then he took it down, wrapped it in a linen cloth, and laid it in a rock-hewn tomb where no one had
ever been laid.

When the body of Jesus was taken town from the cross it was wrapped in linen and placed in the arms
of the Blessed Virgin, who, overwhelmed with sorrow and love, stretched them forth to receive their
precious burden.
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Matthew 27;57-66
When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who was also a disciple of Jesus. He went to
Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus; then Pilate ordered it to be given to him. So Joseph took the body and wrapped it in
a clean linen cloth and laid it in his own new tomb, which he had hewn in the rock. He then rolled a great stone to the door
of the tomb and went away. Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were there, sitting opposite the tomb.

The next day, that is, after the day of Preparation, the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered before Pilate and said, ‘Sir,
we remember what that impostor said while he was still alive, “After three days I will rise again.” Therefore command that
the tomb be made secure until the third day; otherwise his disciples may go and steal him away, and tell the people, “He has
been raised from the dead”, and the last deception would be worse than the first.’ Pilate said to them, ‘You have a guard of
soldiers; go, make it as secure as you can.’ So they went with the guard and made the tomb secure by sealing the stone.

Mark 15:42-47
When evening had come, and since it was the day of Preparation, that is, the day before the sabbath, Joseph of Arimathea, a
respected member of the council, who was also himself waiting expectantly for the kingdom of God, went boldly to Pilate
and asked for the body of Jesus. Then Pilate wondered if he were already dead; and summoning the centurion, he asked him
whether he had been dead for some time. When he learned from the centurion that he was dead, he granted the body to
Joseph. Then Joseph bought a linen cloth, and taking down the body, wrapped it in the linen cloth, and laid it in a tomb that
had been hewn out of the rock. He then rolled a stone against the door of the tomb. Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother
of Joses saw where the body was laid.

Luke 23:50-53
Now there was a good and righteous man named Joseph, who, though a member of the council, had not agreed to their plan
and action. He came from the Jewish town of Arimathea, and he was waiting expectantly for the kingdom of God. This man
went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Then he took it down, wrapped it in a linen cloth, and laid it in a rock-hewn
tomb where no one had ever been laid.

John 19:38-42
After these things, Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, though a secret one because of his fear of the Jews,
asked Pilate to let him take away the body of Jesus. Pilate gave him permission; so he came and removed his body.
Nicodemus, who had at first come to Jesus by night, also came, bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, weighing about a
hundred pounds. They took the body of Jesus and wrapped it with the spices in linen cloths, according to the burial custom
of the Jews. Now there was a garden in the place where he was crucified, and in the garden there was a new tomb in which
no one had ever been laid. And so, because it was the Jewish day of Preparation, and the tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus
there.
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Luke 23:54-56
It was the day of Preparation, and the sabbath was beginning. The women who had come with him
from Galilee followed, and they saw the tomb and how his body was laid. Then they returned, and
prepared spices and ointments.

On the sabbath they rested according to the commandment.

Mark 16:1
When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought
spices, so that they might go and anoint him.
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The bodies of the dead were anointed with spices.
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Matthew 28:1-8
After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. And
suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone
and sat on it. His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. For fear of him the guards shook and
became like dead men. But the angel said to the women, ‘Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who was
crucified. He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his
disciples, “He has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.” This
is my message for you.’ So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples.

Mark 16:1-8
When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spices, so that they might
go and anoint him. And very early on the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. They had
been saying to one another, ‘Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?’ When they looked up, they
saw that the stone, which was very large, had already been rolled back. As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man,
dressed in a white robe, sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed. But he said to them, ‘Do not be alarmed; you are
looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him.
But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told you.’ So
they went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they
were afraid.

Luke 24:1-12
But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they came to the tomb, taking the spices that they had prepared. They found
the stone rolled away from the tomb, but when they went in, they did not find the body. While they were perplexed about
this, suddenly two men in dazzling clothes stood beside them. The women were terrified and bowed their faces to the
ground, but the men said to them, ‘Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here, but has risen.
Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, that the Son of Man must be handed over to sinners, and be
crucified, and on the third day rise again.’ Then they remembered his words, and returning from the tomb, they told all this
to the eleven and to all the rest. Now it was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other women with
them who told this to the apostles. But these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe them. But Peter
got up and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the linen cloths by themselves; then he went home, amazed at
what had happened.

John 20:1-10
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the stone had
been removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and
said to them, ‘They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.’ Then Peter and
the other disciple set out and went towards the tomb. The two were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and
reached the tomb first. He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. Then Simon
Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, and the cloth that had been on
Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. Then the other disciple, who reached the
tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the
dead. Then the disciples returned to their homes.
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